
Richard Douglas Lane（1926–2002）
 
Born in 1926 in the state of Florida, Lane served in the U.S. Marine Corps as an interpreter for the 
Japanese during World War II.  After the war, he studied at the University of Hawai‘i, majoring in 
Japanese and Chinese literature.  Thereafter, he further acquired knowledge of Asian literature at the 
University of California, Berkeley, the University of Michigan, Tokyo University, the University of 
Kyoto and the University of London.  Lane obtained a Master’s degree in the study of the Edo-period 
Japanese author Ihara Saikaku (poet and creator of Ukiyozōshi, first major genre of popular Japanese 
fiction) and a Ph.D. in Japanese literature in 1957 from Colombia University.
 
In 1959, Lane became a staff member of the Honolulu Museum of Art (then Honolulu Academy of 
Arts) working as an assistant in the study of Japanese ukiyo-e (floating world) prints. He further 
advised Pulitzer Prize-winning author James A. Michener, who eventually donated over 5400 
ukiyo-e prints to the museum, as Michener developed his collection.

 About Lane’s Collection: 
 
Richard Lane was known not only as an authority on ukiyo-e but also as a collector of rare Japanese 
books.  His collection exceeded more than 3,000 items which included picture books, kana-zōshi, 
ukiyo-zōshi, and works by Hishikawa Moronobu and Nishikawa Sukenobu.  Later in his career Lane 
began a full-fledged study of Japanese shunga, and produced a number of books jointly with Hayashi 
Yoshikazu, a recognized authority on the study of shunga, and had an enormous influence on the 
development of shunga research.  After his death in 2002 in Kyoto, Lane’s collection of 
approximately 3,000 paintings and 11,000 volumes of rare books was obtained by the Honolulu 
Museum of Art, which now possesses one of the largest shunga collections in the United States. 
 
Our library holds books authored by Lane such as the “Teihon ukiyo-e shuga meihin shusei” (24 
volumes with 3 supplements, a collection of ukiyo-e shunga,  published by Kawade Shobō Shinsha) 
and “Japanese prints: from the early masters to the modern (1959)” co-authored with James A. 
Michener.  Books on Edo literature and culture collected by Lane are also being added to the library 
collection.  Click here for an online book search.
　
In the museum’s ongoing shunga exhibitions a number of items from Lane’s collection are on 
display.
http://shunga.honolulumuseum.org/
 
To see past exhibitions of Lane’s collection at the Honolulu Museum of Art, refer to the following 
URLs:　
Richard Lane and the Floating World (2008-2009)　　　
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11558-richard_lane_and_floating_world/
Masterpieces from the Richard Lane Collection (2010)
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11555-masterpieces_richard_lane_collection/

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhaa.lib.hawaii.edu%3A7808%2Fvwebv%2FsearchBasic%3Fsk%3Den_US&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiH6X9Jp61D-lZAYXwh1Ps3pbvug
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fshunga.honolulumuseum.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6Y-sHu1VCMCGsn26mvFLIdYDnnA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhonolulumuseum.org%2Fart%2Fexhibitions%2F11558-richard_lane_and_floating_world%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFKkRY-9HHyFxaHfe_R35xZxs50BA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhonolulumuseum.org%2Fart%2Fexhibitions%2F11555-masterpieces_richard_lane_collection%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEU47MRKl4hi2wQAn_ReNiciCFmqA


Richard Douglas Laneリチャード・ダグラス・レイン （1926-2002）
 
1926年アメリカ・フロリダ州で生誕したレインは、第二次世界大戦中に日本語通訳として海兵隊に勤務。
終戦後にハワイ大学で日本文学と中国文学を専攻し、その後カリフォルニア大学バ－クレ－校、ミシガン大
学、東京大学、京都大学、ロンドン大学でさらにアジア文学の知識を深め、コロンビア大学にて西鶴研究で
修士号、1957年には日本文学の博士号を取得します。
 
映画「南太平洋」の原作者で浮世絵コレクターでもあったジェームズ・A・ミッチェナ－（James Albert 
Michener）からホノルル美術館に五千四百点もの浮世絵版画が寄贈されたのを機に、1959年レインは浮世
絵研究の助手としてホノルル美術館のスタッフの一員となります。1971年頃まで浮世絵の分析及びカタロ
グ製作に携わり、その後もホノルル美術館との深い交流が続きます。東京の聖路加病院に勤務していた女医
と結婚し、京都に住まいを構えたレインは本格的に春画の研究を始め、当時春画研究の第一人者であった林
美一氏と共に数多くの著書を世に送り出し、春画研究の発展にも大きな影響を与えました。
 
レインコレクションについて
 
リチャ－ド・レインは、浮世絵研究の大家として知られているだけでなく、古書蒐集家でもありました。菱
川師宣・西川祐信をはじめとする絵本・仮名草子・浮世草子などその数は三千点以上にもおよびます。のち
に2002年京都で息を引き取った後、彼の浮世絵コレクションと五千冊余りの蔵書はホノルル美術館の手に
渡り、レイン自身の著作物をはじめ、林美一との協同著書シリーズ「定本・浮世絵春画名品集成」（河出書
房新社）やジェームズ・A・ミッチェナ－との共著「Japanese prints:  from the early masters to the 
modern (1959)、レインが集めた浮世絵や江戸文学に関する書籍がライブラリーの蔵書に加わり、現在目
録の作成作業が進められています。蔵書の目録検索はこちらから。
 
現在開催中の春画展にもレイン・コレクションから数多くの作品が展示されています。
http://shunga.honolulumuseum.org/
 
ホノルル美術館におけるレインコレクションの過去の展示会：
　
Richard Lane and the Floating World (2008-2009)　　　
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11558-richard_lane_and_floating_world/
Masterpieces from the Richard Lane Collection (2010)
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11555-masterpieces_richard_lane_collection/
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhaa.lib.hawaii.edu%3A7808%2Fvwebv%2FsearchBasic%3Fsk%3Den_US&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiH6X9Jp61D-lZAYXwh1Ps3pbvug
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fshunga.honolulumuseum.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE6Y-sHu1VCMCGsn26mvFLIdYDnnA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhonolulumuseum.org%2Fart%2Fexhibitions%2F11558-richard_lane_and_floating_world%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFKkRY-9HHyFxaHfe_R35xZxs50BA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhonolulumuseum.org%2Fart%2Fexhibitions%2F11555-masterpieces_richard_lane_collection%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEU47MRKl4hi2wQAn_ReNiciCFmqA

