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Richard Douglas Lane ( 1926—2002 )

Born in 1926 in the state of Florida, Lane served in the U.S. Marine Corps as an interpreter for the
Japanese during World War II. After the war, he studied at the University of Hawai‘i, majoring in
Japanese and Chinese literature. Thereafter, he further acquired knowledge of Asian literature at the
University of California, Berkeley, the University of Michigan, Tokyo University, the University of
Kyoto and the University of London. Lane obtained a Master’s degree in the study of the Edo-period
Japanese author Thara Saikaku (poet and creator of Ukiyozoshi, first major genre of popular Japanese
fiction) and a Ph.D. in Japanese literature in 1957 from Colombia University.

In 1959, Lane became a staff member of the Honolulu Museum of Art (then Honolulu Academy of
Arts) working as an assistant in the study of Japanese ukiyo-e (floating world) prints. He further
advised Pulitzer Prize-winning author James A. Michener, who eventually donated over 5400
ukiyo-e prints to the museum, as Michener developed his collection.

About Lane’s Collection:

Richard Lane was known not only as an authority on ukiyo-e but also as a collector of rare Japanese
books. His collection exceeded more than 3,000 items which included picture books, kana-zoshi,
ukiyo-zoshi, and works by Hishikawa Moronobu and Nishikawa Sukenobu. Later in his career Lane
began a full-fledged study of Japanese shunga, and produced a number of books jointly with Hayashi
Yoshikazu, a recognized authority on the study of shunga, and had an enormous influence on the
development of shunga research. After his death in 2002 in Kyoto, Lane’s collection of
approximately 3,000 paintings and 11,000 volumes of rare books was obtained by the Honolulu
Museum of Art, which now possesses one of the largest shunga collections in the United States.

Our library holds books authored by Lane such as the “Teithon ukiyo-e shuga meihin shusei” (24
volumes with 3 supplements, a collection of ukiyo-e shunga, published by Kawade Shobo Shinsha)
and “Japanese prints: from the early masters to the modern (1959)” co-authored with James A.
Michener. Books on Edo literature and culture collected by Lane are also being added to the library
collection. Click here for an online book search.

In the museum’s ongoing shunga exhibitions a number of items from Lane’s collection are on
display.
http://shunga.honolulumuseum.org/

To see past exhibitions of Lane’s collection at the Honolulu Museum of Art, refer to the following
URLs:

Richard Lane and the Floating World (2008-2009)
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11558-richard lane and floating world
Masterpieces from the Richard Lane Collection (2010)
http://honolulumuseum.org/art/exhibitions/11555-masterpieces richard lane collection/
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