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Date late 5th-early 6th 
Century
Civilization Kofun Period
  Japan
Why was this object made?   

Name  Haniwa of a Bearded Man
Materials Unglazed earthenware 
with red pigment

Date ca. 4,000 BC - 200 BC
Civilization Jomon Period Japan
Why was this object made?   

Name   Vessel
Materials   Earthenware

 

 

On each page, complete the drawing to help you look closely.
 
Write down some distinguishing features you notice. Draw a line to 
that characteristic.
These observations might give you clues about the culture or how the 
object was used. 

Write down why you think the object was created.

A finished page might look
like this:

Date  2350-2170 BC
Location  Egypt
   
Name   Male Figure
Materials   
Limestone 
with                           
polychrome

Why was this object made?    
      This was made for  
 a tomb

Welcome to the 
Honolulu Museum of Art
Follow this guide to find works of art from ancient times. 

 Analyze each work as an archeologist. 
 Observe the artifact very carefully.
 Document your observations and record your analysis. 

When you look at ancient art, ask youself these questions:

 How old is this object?
 
 What can this object tell me about this time and place?

 What is the material?

 Where might it have been found?

 Why was it made?

 Who might have used it?

 What technology was needed to create this object? 

 Does it matter if it is broken?
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Date late 7th-early 8th 
Century
Location Tang Dynasty China
Why was this object made?   

Name   Tomb Sculpture of 
Guardian Warrior
Materials  Earthenware with   
  sancai glaze

Date   ca. 1500-1050 BC
Civilization Shang Dynasty 
China
Why was this object made?   

Name   Vessel (Ding)
Materials   Bronze
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Date ca. 2350-2170 BC
Civilization  Old Kingdom Egypt
Why was this object made?   

Name   Male Figure
Materials   Limestone with 
polychrome

Date    ca. 1500 BC
Civilization Shang Dynasty China
Why was this object made?   

Name   Disc (bi)
Materials  Nephrite

Date    ca. 6500-1500 BC
Civilization Neolithic China
Why was this object made?   

Name   Amphora
Materials  Burnished 
earthenware

Date 2500-2400  BC
Civilization Cycladic Islands 
Greece
Why was this object made?   

Name   Female Figure
Materials   Marble with 
traces of polychrome
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Date    mid-2nd Century
Civilization Roman Empire

Why was this object made?   

Name   Sarcophagus relief 
 depicting Hercules
Materials   Marble

Date 2nd - 3rd Century
Civilization Pakistan or Afghanistan
Why was this object made?   

Name Seated Buddha
Materials Gray Schist

Date  ca. 700 AD  
Civilization  Tang Dynasty  
  China

Why was this object made?   

Name   Bodhisattva
Materials   Ink and colors 
  on plaster

Date ca. 450-520 AD
Civilization Roman Syria
Why was this object made?   

Name   Animals Hunting
Materials  Mosaic on 
stone tesserae
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Date    200 BC
Civilization Western Bengal
   India
Why was this object made?   

Name  Rattle in Shape of Kubera
Materials   Terracotta

Date  ca. 320-220 BC
Civilization Northern India
Maurya Period
Why was this object made?   

Name  Female Nature Spirit   
  (Yakshi)
Materials   Terracotta

109


